Zebra Cut Slate & Marble Installation Tips





Remove sheets from boxes and lay the material out on the floor to check for any abnormalities in sheets(re:pebble size, color, etc. ) Be sure to get the material wet while doing this check, it is a good idea to get customers approval at this time.


Make sure installation surface is clean and free of dust and debris. Repair all surface imperfections such as cracks. Areas to be exposed to water (i.e. shower stalls, second story baths) may require use of concrete board and/or waterproof membrane to prevent leakage to sub-floor, walls or lower level rooms.


Measure and strike plumb lines as for conventional tile installation.


For wall cladding and floor use install as a brick pattern as to stagger joints.


Using a ｽ� notch trowel, apply thin set ( grey for black slate & white for white marble) and lay pieces uniformly. Use a level to check for high spots.


Remove any excess thin set which may have pushed through to the grout level and fill in any void areas along wall or borders as needed.


Allow thin set to dry for 12 hours before grouting.


Apply a pre grout sealer coat to fill in small holes (common on more porous stone) and to facilitate easy grout removal. See sealer instructions for dry time.


Grout evenly, ensuring good coverage with a good quality sanded grout. Use scotch bright pad after grout float to ensure even grouting. Allow time to set up before using grout brush to help remove excess. Use a sponge to smooth the remaining grout while cleaning the tops of the stones. Remove as much film and haze a possible. Multiple sponging will be necessary for best results. Allow 12 hours of dry time.


Check job over for any grout remaining on stone surface, which can be gently sanded off or scraped with a small chisel. Remove final haze by washing with either a sulfamic acid mixture (recommended) or a strong vinegar solution.


Allow grout to cure for 72 hours before applying a quality sealer or stone enhancer for the most vivid result. At least two coats of sealer are recommended; refer to sealer instructions for application frequency and dry times.


The Zebra Cut white marble and black slate products can be installed outdoors and submerged under water as long as the previous steps have been covered by a professional tile installer/mason.


